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-HE21 Kilemi ™ AL LXK 10-
Tuesday, 3 December 2013
Kilemi Mwiria

Development Consultant The Kimkam Foundation

Educators Without Borders (EWB) and Forum for African Women Educationalists

(FAWE) Partnership on Teacher Capacity Building in Computer Application.

I was fortunate to be invited to two workshops where EWB and FAWE celebrated
the successful launch of the computer-training programme for Kenyan secondary
school teachers. The Korean government through its development agency, KOICA,
funded this project through a partnership with the Seoul National University.
During those two events, I congratulated the two partners and explained the
value of the programme for Kenyan teachers, their students and communities at

large as follows:

1. This partnership supports the Government of Kenya (GOK) Kenya's Vision 2030.
ICT is a key element of this vision. This is why the Kenya government is investing
in one laptop for every primary school child starting next year. In addition, every
secondary school will have at least one computer laboratory in the next two
years or so. GOK is aware that the main difference between the developed
countries of the world and developing ones such as Kenya is the digital divide.
Likewise, a key difference between rural schools and those for privileged kids in
urban areas and their teachers is the same digital divide. By narrowing this divide,

we improve every Kenyan young person’s chances in life.

2. The Republic of Korea has experienced so much development not only because
of investing in education in general, but also more because of exposing Korea's
youth to the benefits of ICT early in life. It is in this context that this KOICA
initiative will go a long way in supplementing Kenya government efforts in the
promotion of ICT and will open up computer skills to teachers and students who
would otherwise not have had that opportunity. In fact, the Kenyan students so

exposed could easily profit from employment opportunities in Korea and

16 (Ah=2AY=nsrt3)



elsewhere in the developed world if they use this knowledge to adequately

prepare themselves for global competition.

3. The project’s focus on the teacher is most appropriate given that it is teachers
who are best placed to spread the message of the ICT revolution. To do this they
must first understand the workings of a computer. This project opened the eyes
of participating teachers going by the testimonies that they gave during the
closing ceremonies. They are now much more confident of what the computer

training has made possible for them.

4. Our students and teachers will find basic knowledge of computers crucial for
the learning of virtually all subjects. For example, in English the computer can
facilitate grammar and editing skills" improvement. In arts and crafts computer
applications enable students to do an infinite number of designs while in science
there is much knowledge condensed in relevant science teaching packages.
Knowledge of computers also serves to demystify the computer among students
and teachers who had never seen one while motivating them to ask more

questions.

5. For the participating head teachers, computers will facilitate efficient storage
and retrieval of information on pupils and staff as well as records of institutional
assets and liabilities. Some of the packages they learned will prove vital teaching
aids and will support the preparation of timetables that can be modified

depending on changing needs.

6. But they will also realize more personal benefits. They can do their work plans,
set examinations and explore business and training opportunities using the
knowledge they learned. They can also benefit their neighbours as long as they
have access to a computer in either a school or the newly established

constituency/village digital centres.

7. Because the schools where the participating teachers come from have

computer laboratories (or will have one soon), there is the additional opportunity

ot

=20 17



to benefit from access to the Internet. Here the idea of the computer as the best
equalizer will be apparent because a child in rural Kenya will have access to the
same information available to a child in Seoul, Tokyo or New York; and at the

same time.

8. Consider too, the possibilities this could open for student inter-institutional
exchanges, which reduce inequality that has developed between the rural and
urban and/or the private and public schools. Internet facilities to schools delimit
the amount of resources available to students as it enables access to global
resources on any topic, while further opening them up to the challenges and

prospects of a global setting.

9. Moreover, with Internet links (and a possible network of schools), teachers and
students of different schools can share limited learning resources, examinations,
science experiments and notes on topical issues. For example, a single teacher
with a solution to a difficult mathematical sum can share her knowledge with

colleagues in many schools.

10. Additionally, networked school administration systems will enhance
competence levels in our schools. School heads and staff from different schools
who can rarely meet at the present would be a button away from experience
sharing on curriculum and related matters, replacing the present over-reliance on

hard copy ministry directives.

11. Finally this project was of immense benefit to both EWB and FAWE. For EWB,
young Korean researchers were able to learn from Kenya. They have African
experience they never had before the project, which is good for their careers. For
FAWE, the project helped to enhance the organization’s visibility and expanded its

network of partners.

I am hoping there will be a larger second phase of this very worthwhile initiative.

I am happy I was part of it in one way or the other.

18 (Ah=2dQ=nsrtzy)
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_HE) olAm [ HjEE EWB E-Book 2} —

BOOK |
Poverty Reduction Project

1. EWB
(1) The Mission of EWB
(2) 2012 Annual Report of EWB

2. GAPA
(1) What is GAPA General Intro
(2) Movie: Dev of GAPA, 2007-2014

3. KAD

(1) Why KAD (Korea-Africa Day)
(2) Korbil’s Introductory Note

(3) Presentation Slides

Plenary Session
1. National Development & the Role of Education in the Republic of Korea
2. Role of S&T in Korea's Economic Development: Case of KIST

Samsung & Korean Vice minister
1. Dynamic Korea!: The Past and Future of Education, Science and Technology
2. Impact of ICTs and Innovation in Education

Session 1

1. N I L E(National Institute for Lifelong Education)

2. Empowering the Women in Poverty and HIV/AIDS Vulnerability for Self-reliance
in Burkina Faso

Session 2
1. Evolution of Korean Science and Technology Policy
2. The Development of Higher Education in the Republic of Korea

Session 3

1. Development, Achievements and Cases of Vocational Education and Training in
Korea

2. Planning and Developing National Policy for ICT in Education

3. Establishment and Development of Educational Broadcasting System in Korea

Others
1. Make Learning for All a reality
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4. Kenya
(1) Concept
(2) Video by Head Teacher Sunny Kim

5. Peer Review for Capacity Development of Educational Leadership in Africa

BOOK II
Formal Education and Development of Korea

1. Selected Writings from Development and Education
Dr. Bom Mo CHUNG

(1) From Ashes to Affluence

(2) The Nation

(3) The Power of Education

2. Japanese Colonial Education as a Contested Terrain

Dr. Seong-Cheol OH & Dr. Ki-seok KIM

3. Making World-class Research University at Seoul National University
Dr. Ki-Seok KIM

4. Tertiary Education For All
Dr. Ki-Seok KIM & Dr. Hwanbo PARK

BOOK III
Non-formal Education and Development of Korea

1. The Origins of New Village Movement (NVM)
Dr. Jin Hwan PARK

2. My Lifelong Fight against Extreme Poverty in Korea

Dr. Yong-Ki KIM
(Some photos on Dr. Y K KIM)

3. Adult Education in Canaan Famers’ School for Poverty Reduction
Dr. Ki-Seok KIM
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423,346,923 301,605,275 127,741,648

i
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| 137,479,449
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FH A
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st
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HHym gl
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P ESLe] 7|EF2=Q) 7| E} 56,288,819  ALF S STALY
| 56,340,583
37 423,346,923
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